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Shibazono Nigiwai Festa Shibazono Danchi self-governing body - Hiroki Okazaki

Do you know the housing complex where a lot of foreigners live? It is “Shibazono Danchi” located within 8 minutes walk of Warabi Station and
around the city limits of Kawaguchi and Warabi. There are about 5,000 residents, including more than 2,000 foreigners and most of them are Chi-
nese.

Shibazono Danchi held an Asian cultural exchange event, “Shibazono Nigiwai Festa” for 4 days in this October and November. Its slogan was
“Communication” among the residents.

Before this event, though the number of foreign residents had been increasing, they had had little contact with the Japanese ones. Sometimes this
could cause both sides frustration toward each other. So the local shops association decided to hold the event to forge the close relationship among
residents and revitalize the region by inviting them to the local shop street.

In the event, Chinese children performed a chorus happily in the stage which gave cheer to elderly residents. In booth area the Japanese residents
introduced Japanese traditional culture, such as Origami and rice-cake making, and Chinese ones introduced a home cuisine, won-ton and tradi-
tional games. Exchange students from Vietnam introduced its traditional food, “Pho” and performed songs expressing feelings of nostalgia and
love. This event gave the residents the opportunity for multi-cultural exchange of China, Vietnam, and Japan and brought everyone close to each
other.

The Climax was Candle-Night with candles made by the residents. They wrote messages on candles and brought them home. These messages
became the symbol of “Communication” among the residents. It is true that we often find it difficult for people with different backgrounds to live
together, and many problems arise. However we do share the same time and place.

Candles are the flame of prayer that we hope to respect each other and live together. You can watch “Shibazono Nigiwai Festa” in YouTube.
Finally, I will cite the words from Mr.Hirai, vice president of Shibazono local shop association.

“Shibazono is an excellent town. It’s kind foreigners. It’s a hometown for all the residents. I hope that we will cooperate to revitalize this town.”
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